
2019 Co-op Board Candidate Bios 

 

CLAIRE BURKE - BOARD CANDIDATE BIO 

After being elected to the board in 2015, I was appointed Board Secretary, and in that role I’ve become intimately 

acquainted with the bylaws and an endearing policy wonk - making a Board of Directors Manual available to each board 

member, creating a Policy Manual of Board Operations, and conducting an extensive 2 year bylaw review. I’ve become 

very fond of the team we have, comprised of a diverse group of backgrounds, experience and skill sets. 

 

Since joining the board I have:  

● formed and chaired the Membership Engagement Committee, bringing you annual Membership Engagement 

Meetings every fall since 2015, and am dedicated to continuing to improve communication and connections 

with the membership; 

●  formed and chaired the Nominations Committee in 2016, with the mandate to oversee the process of board 

recruitment, which includes publicizing vacancies, soliciting eligible nominees, assessing competencies, and 

ensuring members have the knowledge to make informed decisions when voting for board directors at the 

annual meeting; and, 

● currently chair the Governance Committee, taking a leadership role to build and enhance the board’s 

effectiveness and continuous improvement. 

 

I’ve learned a lot in the last 4 years, and if re-elected by the members, will endeavor to represent the membership to the 

best of my abilities. 

 

 

JUDITH ELKINS - BOARD CANDIDATE BIO 

Judith Fletcher Elkins was introduced to Hornby Island just over 20 years ago after fulfilling her dream of living on the 

West coast, having left a career in working in advertising and the women’s retail clothing industry in Toronto. She then 

spent the next 15 years in the world of small business distributing medical supplies for various emergency services in BC 

and throughout the world. First it was just visits from Vancouver to Hornby, but with the dawn of high-speed internet on 

Hornby, she soon discovered the joy of working from home and running a business remotely from her home on Hornby! 

Times changed and in 2010 she moved to Victoria getting a job within government. However, Judith recently returned to 

Hornby permanently and continues to work remotely in a full-time position with the provincial government based out of 

Victoria. 

 

The proximity to nature, both on the land and the sea, is important for her and helps to remind her of our ecological 

footprint. Living on Hornby allows her the time to experience and interact with the natural world, consume wonderful 

food produced by people she knows and appreciate the many cultural activities created on and brought to Hornby 

Island.  

Judith believes that living and working in a small community like Hornby is made possible through actively participating 

in the community. She was previously a member of the Trails Committee for several years and continues her love of 

riding bicycles, whether it be on or off the mountain trails. She is currently a Board member of the Hornby Island Arts 

Council and has recently joined the Hornby Island Fire Department as a volunteer. She continues in her quest to learn to 

grow some of her own food, and has a long-standing desire to better photograph the world as she sees it. 

She believes in supporting local businesses and is especially appreciative of the significance of our own Hornby Island 

Cooperative as it plays an important part in maintaining a thriving community through the jobs it provides, the many 

goods and services provided, and the fact that is a social hub on the Island. 



 

 

JENNIFER FLETCHER - BOARD CANDIDATE BIO 

I've been living on Hornby for the past 18 years with my husband Alan, where we've been raising our family on part of 

the acreage he grew up on. Many people on the island know me through my involvement at the Preschool where I 

served on the Board during the years our children were in attendance, then at the Hornby School where I served as 

president of the Parent Advisory Council for 6 years. I am currently finishing up a 2 year term on the 

Elderhousing/Hornby Island Housing Society Board.  I enjoy being involved in our community, so serving on our Co-op 

Board seems to me a meaningful way to contribute. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

JIM GARTON - BOARD CANDIDATE BIO 

I appreciate the opportunity to offer my name for election to the Hornby Island Co-op Board of 

Directors. I am very dedicated to the future sustainability of the Co-op and its ability to continue serving the needs of 

members and the Hornby community. There are many positive challenges and I would like to be part of this work. 

 

In chronological order my community involvement follows: 

Currently completing 3 years on the Co-op Board of Directors, served first year as Vice President and last 2 years as 

President/Chair of the Board. 

 

Past: 

❖ Chair - Hornby Island Fire Hall Renewal Select Committee 

❖ Chair - Hornby Island Community Medical Clinic Building Committee 

❖ Member HDCHS Board of Directors 

❖ Member of the BC Ferry Advisory Committee 

❖ President of New Horizons 

 

I have been a resident of Hornby Island since 1995. Married to Pauline for 58 years and we have two daughters and five 

wonderful grandchildren. 

I retired from Microtel as a senior executive in 1999 after many years of employment with the 

Company. I would very much appreciate the support of Co-op members to enable me to continue serving on the board 

for another term to continue our visions for the future. It is a very special institution. 

 

Respectfully 

Jim 

(Garton) 

 

 

 

 


